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Learning Tour #4

PRI Conference 2008

New Orleans, LA -- January 29 – 31
Ninth Ward, New Orleans
New Orleans’ Ninth Ward is one of the city’s most historically significant neighborhoods, rich in culture, architecture and home to many nationally-renowned musicians and artists.  During hurricane Katrina, the country watched in horror as the water threatened and then delivered its blow to this area.  Homes, businesses, and infrastructure all were under water for nearly three weeks or washed away immediately on impact.  Residents and business owners are leading the charge to preserve their heritage and secure their futures by rebuilding and focusing resources and investment where it will most effectively be served.
This tour will feature three organizations successfully leading the charge by providing housing resources and supporting economic corridors that encourage repopulation and revitalization.
Idea Village
Representative / Speaker:  Tim Williamson, Executive Director
Phone: 504-304-3287;   E-mail: twilliamson@ideavillage.org
Project:  Belles of Bayou Road and IV@N. Galvez Business Innovation Center
· Idea Village is an economic development organization that stimulates business innovation and entrepreneurship by providing strategy, talent and resources to new business ventures.  Its premise is a corridor strategy which believes that a strong business or Business Innovation Center can become a community anchor that in turn encourages repopulation, revitalization and investment along a commercial corridor.

· Idea Village will showcase two examples of this model put into use through the Belles of Bayou Road and IV@N.Galvez

· The Belles of Bayou Road is a successful example of this revitalization having worked with IdeaVillage from the end of 2006 to the beginning of 2007 to put their business plan together.  Since then they have become a true business anchor in their neighborhood, spurring multiple businesses to open in the immediate area.

· Idea Village has also recently partnered with Habitat for Humanity to build a Business Innovation Center in the Upper Ninth Ward near the newly developed Musicians Village.  The center will include rental space, a technology resource center and also technical assistance providers to provide critical resources for their entrepreneurs.
ACORN
Representative / Speaker:  Steve Bradbury, Community Organizer
Phone: 504-296-0601;   E-mail: laacornnoho@acorn.org

Project:  ACORN Community Center and new post-Katrina homes
· ACORN has successfully campaigned for better housing, schools, neighborhood safety, health care and job conditions.
· Since hurricane Katrina, ACORN New Orleans is supporting families through its Lower 9 Center which will be a valuable channel for current, displaced, and returning residents of the Lower and Upper Ninth Wards.

· Through this center, residents will have access to many services, including a fair housing complaint center, home loan counseling, free benefit screenings, free tax preparation and community workshops and meetings

· ACORN will also showcase the first two homes built after hurricane Katrina in the Lower Ninth Ward.

NENA – Neighborhood Empowerment Network Association
Representative / Speaker:  Patricia Jones, Director
Phone: 504-373-6483;   E-mail: pjones@9thwardnena.org

Project:  New post-Katrina homes and other projects
· NENA is an umbrella group for civic organizations in the Lower Ninth Ward that provides resourceful information and much-needed support to help residents return home.

· The organization has been successful in empowering local residents to play a vital role in their neighborhood’s redevelopment.  

· NENA offers Katrina-aid and housing case management to assist its residents in returning home.

· They work closely with investors and grant programs to re-establish essential neighborhood services such as schools and day care centers and retail outlets, such as grocery stores and restaurants.
