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Learning Tour #1
PRI Conference 2008

New Orleans, LA -- January 29 – 31

Rebuilding Communities from the Ground Up After Disaster Strikes
Central City New Orleans and its surrounding neighborhoods sat drenched in 4 – 6 feet of water in the wake of Hurricane Katrina in August, 2005.  The impact of the hurricane was not the beginning of the downturn of the neighborhood long fraught with poverty, crime and a poor school system.  However, the years of impoverishment and the hurricane were no match for the resolve of the community and its residents as it works tirelessly to revive their neighborhood, schools, businesses, culture and economy.  This tour will feature three organizations and institutions as they highlight what they are doing to help rebuild their community. 
Lafayette Academy Charter School
Representative / Speaker:  Mickey Landy, Principal
Phone: 504-861-8370;  E-mail: Mickey.Landry@lafayetteacademyno.org
· Lafayette Academy Charter School is a co-educational elementary school serving grades PK – 7th.

· It was started by Choice Foundation in 2006, after Hurricane Katrina, when the Louisiana Department of Education granted charters to organizations wishing to take over failing schools in New Orleans.
· Choice Foundation initially contracted with Mosaica Education, Inc. but severed the contract with the company after its first year due to poor management.  Under the leadership of its new principal, the school has made remarkable improvements and has had many notable successes.
· The school currently serves 675 students from primarily two nearby low-income neighborhoods, Hollygrove and Gert Town.  98% of the students are free-breakfast, free-lunch and Title 1 students.
Ashé Cultural Arts Center
Representative / Speaker:  Carol Bebelle, Executive Director
Phone: 504-569-9070;  E-mail:  ashecac@gmail.com
· Ashé Cultural Arts Center is an effort to combine the intentions of neighborhood and economic development with the awesome creative forces of community, culture and art to revive and reclaim a historically significant corridor in Central City New Orleans, namely Oretha Castle Haley Blvd.

· Since Hurricane Katrina, its mission has become more focused and is to serve as a community-based center that is a strong advocate for culture, community and justice principles in the ReBuild New Orleans effort. 
      It is also to act as a leader in the strategy to re-populate the Central City neighborhood with its former
      residents and other like-minded neighbors who will work to establish a community that respects the values
      of diversity, justice, cultural fabric, strong families, strong educational resources, youth development and a
      robust economy available to all.
· It has established a successful practice of cultural art presentation and production, community development, artist support and the creation of partnerships and collaborations that amplify the impact and reach of their outreach and support efforts.

former CJ Peete Public Housing Development
Representative / Speaker: Una Anderson, Ex Director, New Orleans Neighborhood Development Collaborative
Phone:  504-524-3919;  E-mail: uanderson@nondc.org
· The CJ Peete Development was once one of the four largest public housing complexes in New Orleans, but was targeted for renovation and redevelopment before Hurricane Katrina.
· With part of the complex already demolished before the hurricane, the entire complex is now currently in the process of redevelopment as mixed-use housing.
· Resident leaders have taken particular interest in this project which is so central and integral to the fabric of their community.

· The new development will fill a critical housing need while other developments focus on commercial developments and workforce housing.
